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Last week we started our  
volcano construction.  

The children all got super 
messy with the paper mache. 

The kinder children love  
exploring and playing, they 
requested forts with the 
blue mats this week. 

3, 2, 1 FIRE!!  

We had all age groups of  
children enjoying their mini  
catapults.  

Fun at OHSC 

http://www.minersrestps.vic.edu.au
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Handouts 

Dates to Remember 

Ý Receipts (some students) 

Ý OSHC Statement (OSHC Families) 

Ý FlexiBuzz App flyer 

Ý NAPLAN information sheet (Year 3 & 5 students only) 

Ý School Disco flyer 

Ý Futsal draw (Futsal students only) 

Assembly Performance 
This weekõs performance will be by Room 6 (Miss Russellõs) 

Next weekõs performance will be by Room 4 (Mrs. Riddochõs) 

May 

Wednesday May 10 Pizza orders due 

    Kinder Parent/teacher chats (Blue & Yellow) no kinder 

Thursday May 11 Kinder Parent/teacher chats (Red group) no kinder 

Friday  May 12 Mothers Day stall 

    Thermomix raffle drawn 

Monday May 15 Pizza Day 

Tuesday May 16 School Photo day 

Wednesday May 17 School Optometrist visit No. 1 

Thursday May 18 National Families Week Celebration at MRPS - 3.20-5.00pm 

Friday  May 19 PFA Meeting in school staffroom - 9.00am 

    Division Cross Country 

Tuesday May 23 Gymnastics commences - check with teacher for class times  

    (Foundation - Year 2 only)  
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òFailing Safeó ð crucial parent information/skill 

It is your responsibility to assist your child/ren to òfail-safe!ó  I hope the below helps us 
understand why. 

As you are all aware, schools are a vastly different setting to when you and I went to 
school.  For a number of reasons we have progressed significantly, mainly due to differing 
social norms, advancements in technology and the benefits of much research on learning 
styles of 21st Century children. 

Thus, parenting has changed.  Having three children of my own from Kinder to  
Primary-age, certainly provides me challenges too and I am vividly aware of what I try to 
promote at home (and sometimes fail at!).  I am certainly no expert nor profess to know 
all the answers. 

One important notion however, I wish to share today, is the ôfailing safeõ aspect of  
growing up.  The name says it all, but I put it to you all, we have a great ôopportunityõ to 
encourage our children to deal with the negative emotions related to challenges theyõre 
confronted with and falling short of benchmarks in all facets of life such academia,  
social, the arts and sporting fields!  It is okay to have this occur AND we donõt need to 
fix it for them. 

òBetter to have tried and failed, than not tried at all,ó hits the mark hereé 

Itõs a great age, right now, for students to learn to deal with disappointment, anxieties, 
nerves, failure and indeed frustration or anger.  They have to learn some time ð we, as 
parents, wonõt always be there to help them fail safely and nurture their understanding 
that it was the process of having a go and trying their best rather than the result or  
outcome that matters.  Children are so intelligent in picking up on the moods,  
conversations and emotions of parents leading into significant events.  Shielding children 
from pre-conceived parent concerns is crucial too. 

 If we go and try to fix everything, so they always succeed, youõre setting them up for a 
massive fall later in life.  This will be either as adolescents or young adults, which  
statistically shows, can lead to the onset of depression and the growing number of  
suicides ð because they havenõt learned from a young age to deal with the negative  
emotions, that are actually ok to feel, particularly with support around themé! 

This is a great time to discuss these emotions with children as theyõre now well settled 
into the 2017 school year, challenges such as NAPLAN are around, selection/qualification 
for sports teams and reports are forthcoming.  Itõs on you as the parent to take the 
òopportunitiesó to turn disappointment into a great lesson for your child/ren, NOT run to 
ôfixõ it for them. 

Last week I was fortunate to attend a Victorian Principalõs Association Forum in  
Melbourne and hear Holly Ransom speak.  A true inspiration, at the ripe old age of  
20-something.  Sheõs listed in the top 100 most influential women in Australia, is an  
advisor to the Prime Minister and a Director on the Board of Port Adelaide FC. 

She spoke about Inter-generational change and understanding ôMillennialsõ.  Her single 
biggest concern was her age-group ôfailingõ at something like a job interview for the first 
time and not knowing how to cope. 

 
   Across the Principals Desk -  Dale Power 



Hollyõs reality point was captured in the below image.  That is realityé 

I implore you all to take any failing, and they do happen, as an opportunity to educate, not 
default to sympathy. 

 
FlexiBuzz Critical Information 
We have now fully migrated to FlexiBuzz as our sole digital communication platform.  Our 
previous Miners Rest Primary School App is now dysfunctional. 

There is a ôflyerõ accompanying communications today to each family with FlexiBuzz  
information.  Please download for the FlexiBuzz App and follow the instructions to access 
all its functionality. 

Functionality it will provide includes (not all features are exclusive to our current app): 

¶ List of Events (you also have the option to add each events details to your personal 
calendar on your device) 

¶ Parent (push) notifications to individuals, year levels, cohorts, rooms of students or 
whole school 

¶ Incident notification (emergency only) 

¶ Family to school or staff notifications 

¶ Absent notifications 

¶ Access to information to and from School Council, PFA, Kindergarten, OSHC 

¶ Newsletters 

¶ Unit information (currently unit emails) 

¶ Student Interim Reports ð will migrate to digital (access as required); and 

¶ Student Reports ð digitally provided (access as required for parents/carers) 

As part of our migration process, in the coming days we will send a notification to trial the 
digital sharing of reports, by providing you access to your child/renõs Term One Student 
Interim Report. 

Your login details and links to email are crucial for this to occur seamlessly.  It works in 
much the same way for all other applications. 
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Did You Know? An excerpt from our Parent Information Booklet   

Inappropriate Items At School 

Parents are asked to ensure that inappropriate items or potentially dangerous toys,  
eg; pocket knives, are not brought to school. Toy guns, knives, skateboards and roller 
skates are not permitted at school. Parents are also asked to monitor books or magazines 
that children bring to school to ensure they do not contain inappropriate adult content.  
Chewing gum should not be brought to school, as it causes considerable damage and mess.  

Electronic games such as mobile telephones and MP3 players are expensive and distract 
students from their work at school. They should not be brought to school.  Inappropriate 
items will be confiscated from students if brought to school. 

Get to know our wonderful staffé 

As a growing school community, it is important you get to know not only your childõs  
teacher/s, but all the wonderful staff who assist your child/ren each and every day.  

Our staff values we live by daily include: professional, respectful, collaborative,  
compassionate & dedicated ð we hope you see, hear and feel these values with all your  
Miners Rest Primary School experiences. 

I thought I would share two staff profiles with you every week, so you get to know a little 
more about us as a team of educators.  

This week I would like to introduce Claire Smith & Hollie Frew. 

   Across the Principals Desk -  Dale Power 

Question Staff Response 

Name Claire Smith 

Room 15 

Year Level 1/2 

Home Town Hobart 

Education Bachelor of Early Childhood and Primary Education 

Previous Schools Nil 

Family 2 Children, 2 Step- children, Partner, 1 dog, 1 cat 

Interests / Hob-
bies / Sports / 
Passions 

Spending the weekends with the kids, geocoaching, 
reading, swimming, walks around the lake, cooking, 
AFL ð Hawks 

3 Tips in Education 1. Itõs ok to make mistakes 
2. It doesnõt matter what others are doing, it  

matters what you are doing 
3. Read, read, read 
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Joke of the Week:  Sophie Vanderkley, Rm9 

I went to a seafood disco last night and pulled a mussel! 

 

Daleõs Dribble:  National Families Week -  Relationships Australia Event 
All Welcome 

Please refer to information further into our newsletter. 

We would love to see a huge turn-out next Thursday 18 May at 3:20- 5:00pm for a fun, 

FREE event. 

A multitude of activities for students and parents on offer and theyõre all free, such as a 
sausage sizzle, drawing competition, photo booth, disco, see dancing teachers etc.  Come 

along and join us for a great community event! 

As this is a family event, we do ask that parents stay with and supervise their children at 

all times. 

   Across the Principals Desk -  Dale Power 

Question Staff Response 

Name Hollie Frew 

Room Blue Hall -  PE 

Year Level All years 

Home Town Bendigo 

Education Bendigo Senior Secondary College 
University of Ballarat 

Previous Schools Nil 

Family Mum & Dad, 2 older brothers, 2 gorgeous nieces and 
nephew 

Interests / Hob-
bies / Sports / 
Passions 

Netball, travelling, food and spending time with  
family & friends 

3 Tips in Education 1. Be humble in victory and gracious in defeat 
2. Give everything a go 

3. Have fun 

Joke Q: What do you call cheese that isnõt yours? 
A: Nacho cheese!! 
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This week we celebrate the 28th National Volunteer Week. We would like to pass on 
our thanks to the many wonderful and dedicated volunteers who support our school by  
assisting with lunches, working bees, fundraising, sports days, attending camps, assisting 
with special programs and serving with the Parents and Friends Association, Kindergarten 
Committee or the School Council.  The 2011 Census showed that 18% of people in Miners 
Rest regularly volunteer, thanks to the continued efforts by our community we are sure 
that number will have increased when the 2016 Census data is released!  It is easy to  
volunteer.  Just an hour a month can provide so much valuable support to our students and 
help them to achieve their potential!  If you want to find out how you can volunteer in the 
school just ask your child's classroom teacher or ask Principal Dale. 
 
A good way to stay informed about activities and events at the school is to download our 
new app, FlexiBuzz.  This app was selected to replace our previous school app as it provides 
a powerful and tailored way for the school to communicate with our families. The app isnõt 
just for parents, we encourage grandparents, family and friends to download the app for 
their iPhone or Android devices as well. 
 
The school council meeting was held on 8 May with sub-committees starting at 6:15pm  
followed by a General Meeting at 7:00pm.  The key items discussed were: 

¶ Master Planning Sub-committee - New audio visual equipment installed in Blue Hall.  
Planning for an additional portable in 2018. Investigating removal of water tanks due 
to  
updated fire safety requirements. Investigating the installation of additional security  
cameras in areas accessible to public after hours. 

¶ Publicity Sub-committee - Fete was a success, conducted debrief on event. Submitted 
grant application to Stockland Foundation. 

¶ Policy Sub-committee - Reviewed Visitor Policy and Inclusion and Engagement Policy 
for submission to staff review.  Next meeting will review Critical Incident Policy, 
Camps and Excursions Policy and Bullying and Harassment Policy. 

¶ Finance Sub-committee - Financial report reviewed and passed. 

¶ Kindergarten Committee - Conducted 2 meetings at night to engage with more  
parents/guardians. Arranging mothers day stall. Held a very popular disco. New steps 
installed at Kinder. 

¶ School Council -   In the last month a work group reviewed our performance against 
our 2013-2016 Strategic Plan.  Our results were great and we want to congratulate all 
our talented staff who assisted our students to meet, and in some cases exceed, the 
targets we forecast! The school council approved the new 2017-2020 Strategic Plan 
and approved the 2017 Annual Implementation Plan. The school council also approved 
the 2016 Annual Report, copies are available from the office for those  
interested.  School Council members will attend Finance Training on Monday 15 May. 
Briefed on Kindergarten Audit and established workgroup to prepare 2017-2020  
Kindergarten Strategic Plan.  

David Harris 
President 

School Council President Report 
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Kindergarten News 

Key Dates 
4 year old Parent Teacher chatsñChild Free Day  

Thursday 11th May ð Red group  

OSHC bookings are currently being taken.  

Special Persons DayñMonday 15th May (Yellow and 
Blue Group) and Tuesday 16th May (Red). Further de-
tails to follow 

School VisitñThursday 18th May (Red Group) and  

Friday 19th May (Blue and Yellow) 10.00am (TBC) 

Committee Meetingñ25/5 @ 2 in Blue Room 

Staff Conference DayñChild Free Day Friñ26th May. 

Fire Station Excursion (Tentative)ñ 

Red GroupñThursday 1st June 

Blue and Yellow GroupsñFriday 2nd June 

Brush teeth and along the gum line twice a day 

Children should use a low-fluoride children's toothpaste from 
18 months until they turn six 

Don't wait for a problem. A child should see a health profes-
sional (Maternal and Child Health Nurse,  

Dentist, Oral Health Therapist, Dental Therapist or    General 
Practitioner) by the age of two for an oral health check 

An oral health professional will discuss a child's risk level and 
how frequently they need to visit for an oral health check 

This week Blue Group had a visit from the dentist. It was very exciting! The dentists brought along 
all of their special equipment and even a dentist chair! During their visit the dentists spoke to the 
group about why they need to look after their teeth and how to look after them. They also showed 
the group the special òcostumesó they wear. The children in Blue Group had a turn of sitting in the 
special chair and having their teeth checked. It was great for the dentists to visit in the kinder  
environment where the children feel safe and secure. It was a positive first time experience for 
many children. It was also great to see the children supporting each other when they felt a bit  
nervous about seeing the dentist.    

The children in Blue Group are also very interested 
in learning about the weather. We have been flying 
our own kites outside and talking about the  
different seasons. We wondered what makes the 
wind blow. This week we have been experimenting 
and making our own wind. We have been blowing 
through straws and moving paint around our paper to 
make some beautiful pieces of artwork.    


